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Stake Leadership and Vision 

Vision and Action Plan 

The Saskatoon Saskatchewan Stake Plan for Action is linked tightly to the Area Plan for the United States and Canada.  

That plan may be summarized as follows: 

Vision – Become, and help others become, true followers of Jesus Christ and enjoy the blessings of the holy temple. 

Area Priorities and Supporting Goals 

1. To live the gospel of Jesus Christ, we will: 

a. Strengthen ourselves and our families by receiving the ordinances of salvation and exaltation and 

keeping the associated covenants. 

b. Strengthen our faith in Heavenly Father and His Son Jesus Christ and His Atonement by regularly 

studying the Book of Mormon and by honoring the Sabbath day. 

2. To gather Israel through missionary work, we will: 

a. Teach repentance and baptize converts. 

b. Rescue less-active members. 

3. To care for the poor and needy, we will: 

a. Build spiritual and temporal self-reliance. 

b. Live the law of the fast and serve others. 

4. To enable the salvation of the dead, we will: 

a. Find family names. 

b. Take family names to the temple for ordinances and teach others to do the same. 

Following Elder Brent H. Nielson’s counsel from our September 2016 stake conference, the stake presidency invited unit 

leaders to a visioning session. This event was held November 5, 2016.  After reviewing the Area Plan and the insights of 

the group, we have refined our vision to the following: determined that the Saskatoon Saskatchewan Stake Vision is: 

Our Vision is to change our hearts and become true followers of Jesus Christ, by: 

• Having a personal mighty change of heart (Alma 5). 

• Turning the hearts of the children to the fathers and the fathers to the children (D&C 2; Malachi 4). 

• Sharing heart-changing stories. 

The Saskatoon Saskatchewan Stake Goals are: 

1. Self-Reliance:  This is our divine responsibility – to care for the poor and needy 

2. The Rescue:  We will continue to work with the full-time missionaries. We will make weekly assignments 

at huddles of the ward council and full-time missionaries. 

3. Temple and Family History Work and Stake History:  We will use a combination of special events, such 

as Family Discovery Day, and sustained support to members in the wards and branches to help members 

link their research to the ordinances of the temple. 
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The tools provided by the Stake to help unit leaders and members accomplish the Stake Vision and achieve the Stake 

Goals include: 

• Establishing the Aaronic Priesthood and Melchizedek Priesthood Committees.  This provides every bishop or 

branch president with a fully focussed High Councillor and his brethren to help that unit leader deal with his 

issues and opportunities to change hearts, build testimonies and improve all aspects of discipleship.  It allows 

every Elders Quorum President or High Priests Group Leader to receive the support of a focussed High Councillor 

and his brethren to help reach out into the homes of all members, as they work to seek out the needy, 

strengthen the growing and redeem the lost or dead. 

• Provide special events to increase member desires to do temple and family history work, such as the Family 

Discovery Day or Stake High Priests Quorum Temple Excursions. 

• Implement a fully functional Self-Reliance program, with strong stake support for units across the stake. 

• Enhanced leadership training, focussing on quorum or council meetings to help change the hearts of individuals 

and families, and report back to the quorum or council on success stories. 

• A revised thrust for home teaching, moving away from metrics and towards linking changes of the heart to 

receiving ordinances, culminating in temple attendance. 

• Support for youth leaders through more Stake level activities to allow fellowship and support to the youth from 

all units. 
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This Year’s Events 

Our calendar was full with our regular meetings and events that were planned to further our 3 goals.  Here’s some 

stories about members experiences of these events. 

Calendar 

Here’s the events that were planned. 

January 

8 Wanuskewin Ward Conference 

8 Worldwide Devotional for Young Adults 

22 Meadow Green Ward Conference 

22 Self-reliance devotional 

 

 

 

February 

12 Wildwood Ward Conference 

25-26 Stake Conference 

25 Auxiliary Leadership Training 

25 Meeting with Bishoprics 

 

 

 

March 

12 Kindersley Branch Conference 

18 RS 175th Celebration 

25 General Women’s Session (ages 8 and up) 

26 Melfort Branch Conference 

 

 

April 

1-2 General Conference 

 8 Institute Recognition 

9 Flin Flon Branch Conference 

28-30 Tri-Stake & District Youth Conference 

(in Winnipeg) 

 

 

 

May 

7 Worldwide Devotional for Young Adults 

28 Prince Albert Ward Conference 

 

 

  

June 

10 Seminary Graduation and 

Stake Youth Dance and Activity 

11 Battleford Branch Conference 

14 Meeting with Bishoprics  (video conference) 

21 Stake General Priesthood Meeting 

25 Meadow Lake Branch Conference 

28 Stake Council  

 

July 

15 High Priests Quorum Temple Trip 

 

August 

25-27 Tri-Stake YSA Conference (in Winnipeg) 

30 Stake Council/ PEC (in person) 

 

September 

9-10 Stake Conference 

10 Worldwide Devotional for Young Adults 

15-16 Youth Standards Conference 

23 General Women’s Session (ages 8 and up) 

27 Meeting with Bishoprics (video conference) 

30 General Conference 

 

October 

1 General Conference 

14 Stake Family Discovery Day 

 

November 

1 Stake Council/ PEC 

8 Meeting with Bishoprics (video conference) 

18 Stake YW Activity 

 

December 

3 First Presidency Christmas Devotional 

31 New Year’s Eve* (no stake activity) 
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Stake Conferences 

Here are the highlights from our conferences 

February 2017 
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The following have been released from their callings: 

Lourdes Duran  1st Counselor in the Stake Primary 

Donna McKay  2nd Counselor in the Stake Primary 

Donna Reddick  Secretary in the Stake Relief Society 

Terry Layes  Stake Young Single Adult Adviser 

Marilou Layes  Stake Young Single Adult Adviser 

Christine Burgess Stake Family History Centre Director 

 

The following people have been called to positions. 

Earl Warren  Stake Self-Reliance specialist 

Jeff Linka  Stake Young Single Adult Adviser 

Crystal Linka  Stake Young Single Adult Adviser 

Peggy Mills  Stake Family History Centre Director 

Donna McKay  1st counselor in Stake Primary Presidency 

 

 

 

 

There are currently 7 full-time missionaries serving from our Stake: 
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Sister Jessie Konopelski   Battleford branch  Canada Montreal Mission 

Elder Ty Hansen   Kindersley branch  Canada Vancouver Mission 

Sister Stephanie Tanner  Meadow Green ward   New Zealand Wellington Mission 

Elder Blake Prete   Meadow Lake branch  Tahiti Papeete Mission 

Elder Benton Froc   Melfort branch   Adriatic North Mission 

Sister Tricia Lacno   Melfort branch   Canada Edmonton Mission 

Sister Keelyn Wright   Prince Albert ward   Canada Halifax Mission  

 

 Sister Tallasse Crosby of the Wildwood ward received her mission call to  the Adriatic North mission.  

 

Church Service Missionaries: 

 

 Elder Paul & Sister Kelly Ericson (Meadow Green ward) 

 Sister Donna Robertson  (Wildwood ward) 

 

In addition, President Milton Derry (Meadow Green ward) is serving as the 2nd counselor in the Canada Winnipeg 

Mission presidency. 
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September 2017 

 
 

Elder Rulon F. Stacey asked the Stake to prepare for Conference: 

In preparation for this meeting and the Sunday General Session I would be grateful if members of the stake could be 

asked to read and ponder “The Sabbath Is a Delight” by Elder Russell M. Nelson,  “Acting on the Truths of the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ” by President Dieter F. Uchtdorf, and the article titled “Finding Peace in Imperfection” in the February 2017 

Ensign magazine. 
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SASKATOON SASKATCHEWAN STAKE  

PRIESTHOOD LEADERSHIP MEETING 
Saturday, September 9, 2017; 3:00–5:00 pm 

 

 
 

Presiding:   Elder Rulon F. Stacey, of the Seventy 

Conducting:   President John Spencer, Stake Presidency 2nd Counselor 

Accompanist:  Peter Isaac 

Chorister:  Victor Johnson 

 

TIME  ASSIGNMENT BY 

2:45  Prelude Music: Peter Isaac 

3:00 

Welcome: Stake Presidency 2nd Counselor President John Spencer  

Opening Hymn:  

# 5 – High on the Mountain Top  
Congregation 

Invocation: 
President Andrew Spencer 

(Meadow Lake Branch) 

3:10-3:24  Speaker: Stake President President Doug Robertson 

3:25 -3:39 Speaker: Stake Presidency 1st Counselor President Keith Willoughby 

3:40-3:51 Speaker: Mission President  President John N. Craig  

3:52 
Intermediate Hymn: 

# 66 – Rejoice the Lord is King 
Congregation 

4:00-4:54 Training:  Elder Rulon F. Stacey 

4:55 

Closing Hymn: 

# 59 – Come, O Thou King of Kings 
Congregation 

Benediction: Tony Worfolk (Kindersley Branch) 
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SASKATOON SASKATCHEWAN STAKE  

SATURDAY EVENING SESSION 

Saturday, September 9, 2017; 6:30–8:30 pm 

 

Presiding:   Elder Rulon F. Stacey of the Seventy 

Conducting:   President Willoughby, Stake Presidency 1st Counselor 

Accompanist:  Donna Reddick                     Chorister:  Danae McGinn 

 

Theme: Increasing our Faith in and Testimony of God the Eternal Father, His Son Jesus Christ, and 
in the Holy Ghost.   

 

TIME  ASSIGNMENT BY 

6:15 Prelude Music: Donna Reddick 

6:30 

Opening Hymn:  

#21 – Come, Listen to Prophet’s Voice 
Congregation 

Invocation: 
Sister Camille Cayabyab (YSA 

preparing for a mission) 

6:38 Hymn: #96 – Dearest Children, God is Near You Victor Johnson 

6:43-6:54 
Stake Presidency Counselor “Increasing our 

Faith and Testimony” (see theme, above) 
President John Spencer 

6:55-7:04 

RS President “Proclamation on the Family: How 

families today can benefit from that 

document” 

Sister Colleen Sheppard (Kindersley 

Branch) 

7:05-7:11 Temple Matron Sister Judy Paulson 

7:12-7:18 Temple President President Sidney C. Paulson 

7:19 
Intermediate Hymn: 

# 219 – Because I have been Given Much 
Congregation 

7:24-7:28 Testimony of a recently activated member Elsie Johnson (Meadow Green) 

7:29-7:33 Testimony of a new member Sister Christine McFee 

7:34-8:24 Presiding Officer Elder Rulon F. Stacey 

8:25 

Closing Hymn: 

#103 – Precious Savior, Dear Redeemer 
Congregation 

Benediction: 
Sister Carol Wright (Prince Albert 

Ward) 
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SASKATOON SASKATCHEWAN STAKE  

SUNDAY GENERAL SESSION 
Sunday, September 10, 2017; 10:00 am–12:00 noon 

 

Presiding:  Elder Rulon F. Stacey of the Seventy 

Conducting:  President Douglas W. Robertson, Stake President 

Attending:  President John N. Craig & Sister Carol Craig, Canada Winnipeg Mission 

President Sidney C. Paulson and Sister Judy Paulson, Regina Temple  

Accompanist: Leah Creighton   Chorister: Darrel Cayabyab 

 

TIME  ASSIGNMENT BY 

9:45 Prelude Music: Sister Leah Creighton 

10:00  

Welcome: Stake President President Douglas W. Robertson 

Opening Hymn:  

# 256, As Zion’s Youth In Latter Days 
Congregation  

Invocation: Sister Dori Lemke 

Stake Business: Stake Presidency Counselor President John Spencer  

10:15-10:29 Stake President President Robertson 

10:30-10:34 
Youth Speaker: "How I Can Understand and 

Support the Proclamation on the Family" 
Bo Doak (Wanuwkewin Ward) 

10:35-10:39 Testimony: recent convert 
Brother Celestino de Pedro III  

(Wildwood Ward) 

10:40-10:44 Testimony: returned missionary Sister Trixia Lacno (Melfort Branch) 

10:45-10:54 
Member of Stake RS presidency "The benefits to 

the family of keeping the Sabbath Day holy" 
Sister Lauren Crosby  

10:55  
Intermediate Hymn: 

# 301, I am a Child of God 
Congregation 

11:00-11:06 
Mission President "The Blessings of the Plan of 

Salvation" 

President John N. Craig, Canada 

Winnipeg Mission 

11:07-11:14 
Mission President’s Wife "The Blessings of the 

Plan of Salvation" 

Sister Carol Craig, Canada Winnipeg 

Mission 

11:14-11:54 Presiding Officer Elder Rulon F. Stacey 

11:55 

Closing Hymn/Musical Number: 

# 6, Redeemer of Israel 
Congregation 

Benediction: Veronica MacInnes (Meadow Lake)  
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The following have been released from their callings: 

Hans Michelmann High Councillor 

Brent Francis  High Councillor 

Evan Clarke  High Councillor  

Steven Creighton High Councillor 

Steven Creighton Stake Young Men’s President 

Tevita Lui  1st Counsellor in Stake Young Men Presidency 

Lauren Crosby  2nd counsellor in Stake Relief Society Presidency 

 

The following people have been called to positions.  

Don Danskin  High Councillor 

Cameron Kinneard High Councillor 

Oscar Duran  High Councillor 

Shaun Reid  High Councillor 

Tevita Lui  Stake Young Men President 

Steven Fieguth  1st Counsellor in Stake Young Men Presidency 

Lauren Crosby  Stake Self-reliance Specialist 

Sandy Racicot  2nd counsellor in stake Relief Society 

 

Ordinations to the Melchizedek Priesthood: 

Calvin Berast  Meadow Green  Elder 

Shaun Reid  Meadow Green  High Priest 

 

For the information of the members, there are currently 11 full-time missionaries either serving or soon to be serving 

from our Stake: 

 

Sister Jessie Konopelski   Battleford branch  Canada Montreal Mission 

Elder Ty Hansen   Kindersley branch  Canada Vancouver Mission 

Sister Stephanie Tanner  Meadow Green    New Zealand Wellington Mission 

Elder Benton Froc   Melfort branch   Adriatic North Mission 

Talasee Crosby Wildwood Meadow Green   Adriatic North Mission 

Anita Mistickokat  Wanuskewin    Canada Edmonton Mission 

 

Sister Keelyn Wright (Prince Albert ward) has been called to the Canada Halifax mission.   

She will report to the Missionary Training Centre on October 5th.  

 

 

Church Service Missionaries: 

 

 Christine and Peter Sagassige 

 

In addition, President Milton Derry (Meadow Green ward) is serving as the 2nd counselor in the Canada Winnipeg 

Mission presidency. 
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Youth Events 

Seminary Graduation – June 10 

On Saturday June 10, 2017 youth from all over the stake came together for a youth activity planned by the 

Stake YW & YM and the youth committee.  There were 17 youth in attendance, including four grade 8 youth 

that will be going into seminary in September.  Fun was had by all.  After the activity the youth, their parents 

and leaders had a wonderful ham meal together.  The graduation ceremony was help after the meal.  All of the 

certificates handed out this year were completion certificates, meaning that all those receiving their certificates 

completed their attendance, reading the New Testament, and assessments.  There were four graduates who 

received their diplomas.  Julie Livingstone and Hyrum Wright delivered powerful well prepared talks that 

expressed their dependence on Christ and how seminary fortified their testimonies and helped them develop a 

habit of daily scripture study.  President Spencer, 2nd Counselor in the Stake Presidency, also addressed those in 

attendance.  His message was edifying and encouraged the youth to stay true to their testimonies and how 

seminary will help them do that. 

The graduation on June 10th celebrated the hard work of the students and teachers for the 2016-17 seminary 

year.  At the end of the year 22 youth were enrolled in seminary with 15 completing.  In November 2016 it was 

brought to the attention of the stake and member of high council over seminary that some families were finding 

taking their youth to seminary every day challenging.  Brother Clarke (high councilor) and President Spencer 

developed a survey for families to fill out.  This helped the stake come to the decision to offer an online 

seminary class for the youth in the city.  This took the place of the daily class meeting 5 days a week.  The 

online class met every Monday and then for the other 4 days did computer lessons.  This seemed to strike a 

balance for families and allow students to participate in seminary.  The teachers that taught this past year in the 

stake were: Susan Derry, Lorene Froc, Kevin Ledding, Michelle McGinn; Angela Rodgers, Carole Spencer, and 

Carol Wright. 

Stake Young Mens Camp – July 24-27 

Camp was held at Blue Mountain Adventure Park east of Battleford. We arrived Monday and set up camp just before it 

started raining. It seems that all YM camps are "blessed" with rain. We are considering using our power over the 

weather to help with forest fires and drought. Monday night's fireside was about Zion's Camp and we learned how the 

Lord can use our present circumstances to strengthen us for future challenges. The rain stopped during the night and we 

enjoyed hot and sunny weather for the rest of the time. Tuesday's activities included a challenge course in the morning 

and zipline in the afternoon.  At the challenge course, the young men (and leaders) had the opportunity to learn to work 

together by walking in unison on long boards, building a bridge over "lava" and navigating a minefield blindfolded. The 

zipline involved a short hike up a hill followed by riding 500m to the end. Only Brother Lowen was brave enough to try it 

as superman. The evening was dominated by touch football and capture the flag. Tevita provided a fireside on general 

leadership principles and how they can be applied to all aspects of life and priesthood. Activities on Wednesday were 

archery and more football in the morning, a short hike, wall climbing and paintball in the afternoon and evening. 

Wednesday night was spent talking about the fun activities and enjoying each other's company.  

Our goals for young men's camp were to provide our young men the opportunity to get to know each other better, build 

friendships with peers that share their same challenges and commitment to the Gospel, and have fun. I am confident 

that we accomplished all our goals.  

As always, I am deeply impressed by our young men. They are inviting and inclusive and they strengthen each other in 

the gospel. One of our young men was apprehensive about coming to camp because he didn't know the other young 

men very well and wasn't sure if he would make friends. He didn't leave camp with friends so much as with brothers in 

the priesthood.  
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Adult Events 

Mar 18 – Stake RS 175th Celebration 

Over 100 sisters in our stake gathered together on Saturday, March 18th, 2017 to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the 

organization of Relief Society. 

The focus was on our motto "Charity Never Faileth".  We attended two workshops and participated in a service project.  

Dinner followed, then we enjoyed a fun musical skit and a few talks on the work of Relief Society. 

Together with gracious donations from some Saskatoon grocery stores, we met our goal of assembling 175 birthday 

bundles that were donated to the Saskatoon Food Bank.  Each bundle consisted of a cake mix, container of icing, 

birthday candles and a birthday card. 

 



Saskatoon Saskatchewan Stake History 2017 Page 18 

 

 

Institute Graduation – Apr 9 

This past year young adults in the stake had the opportunity to study the following institute courses: The Book of 

Abraham; Teachings and Doctrine of the Book of Mormon; and Foundations of the Restoration.   These classes provided 

opportunities for the young adults to ask questions and learn about church doctrine and church history.   Classes were 

offered Thursday evenings, with an online class at 6:30pm and a face to face class at 8pm.  The average attendance in 

the online class was 3 students and the average attendance in the face to face class was 12 students.  There was a good 

turnout of recently returned missionaries, with Will MacInnes, Howard Ortiz, Dean Cayabyab, and Logan Froc being 

regular attenders.  One highlight of the year was Cy Callanta inviting people to institute class as he read his mission call 

to the Philippines.  The restructuring of the Stake YSA committee overseen by Brother Don Tanner and the calling of a 

new shepherding couple Brother & Sister Linka seemed to rejuvenate the YSA of the stake, thus benefitting institute 

through participation and enthusiasm. 

To celebrate the 2016-17 year of Institute, Danae McGinn (Institute President) worked with the Stake YSA committee 

planned and carried out a combined Institute Graduation and YSA fireside on April 15, 2017.   The evening started out 

with pizza, pop and ice cream treats followed by the Institute Graduation, conducted by Danae McGinn and presided 

over by President John Spencer, 2nd Counsellor of the Saskatoon Stake Presidency.  President Spencer shared some 

remarks about the importance of education, secular and spiritual.  Brother Shawn Reid, Saskatchewan Coordinator of 

Seminaries and Institutes, congratulated the young adults on their efforts in institute and then handed out 3 diplomas 



Saskatoon Saskatchewan Stake History 2017 Page 19 

 

(Christine Burgess, Ashley Sequin, and Natalie Sofoifia) and certificates of attendance and completion.  The evening 

ended with a fireside presented by President Spencer focusing his remarks on the blessings of a Patriarchal 

blessing.  This was well received by the 14 young adults in attendance.   Overall is was a nice evening where leaders and 

young adults socialized and were taught by the Spirit. 

 

General Womens’s Meeting – April 16 

We held a stake Women’s Conference with the theme “Abound in Hope”. A total of 110 sisters attended. Our day was 

filled with opportunities for sisters to strengthen their resolve to overcome challenges and become stronger followers of 

the Savior. We learned about how to look for hope in all aspects of daily life. Our workshops varied from the eternal 

importance of hope to the significance of laughter in our lives. For our service project, we collected a total of 168 

brightly-colored children’s pillow cases. These were made and donated by the sisters in the hopes of brightening the 

lives of children battling long-term illnesses. 
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Family Discovery Day – Oct 14 
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In Memoriam 
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Public Affairs Activities 

Multi-faith Outreach: 

• Letter of condolence from Pres. Robertson to Muslim Community after Quebec shootings 

• DPA attended 6 faith events, speaking at 2 of them. 

• Pres. Robertson attended the Baha’i Light of Unity Festival, presenting a card of congratulations  

• calendars and invitation letters from Pres. Robertson to participate in Light the World were delivered to 20 

Churches before Dec. 1. 

• DPA attended the 2 MultiFaith Saskatoon meetings this year but the organization floundered due to lack of 

leadership. 

 

Mormon Newsroom: 

• 2 articles published: Conversation Circles (early 2017) and Family Discovery Day (Nov. 2017). Pictures of 

members were included in 2 other articles. (RS 175 and Mother’s Day) 

 

Community Service: 

• RS Birthday Bundles written up on mormonnewsroon.ca 

• Our response to the need for blood donations was to make many announcements in wards and branches.           

• Family Discovery Day Oct. 14/17: 

• Planned with FHC.  Approx 100 in attendance. Attempted greater public outreach with ads, flyers etc. 

Saskatchewan Genealogical Society involvement was very positive. 

• First Nations presenters, guests and luncheon were well received. 

 

Ward and Branch Events: 

• Melfort Food Drive and Kindersley live Nativity.  
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In the News 

Member article published in the Friend     Link 
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Stake Statistics 

Unit 

New 

Members Moved IN Moved OUT Members Families 

Battleford Branch 2 6 7 121 82 

Flin Flon Branch 0 2 3 90 53 

Kindersley Branch 0 18 12 94 50 

Meadow Green Ward 6 29 139 397 206 

Meadow Lake Branch 0 0 3 61 32 

Melfort Branch 0 11 8 122 81 

Prince Albert Ward 6 2 7 288 179 

Wanusewin Ward 4 71 37 511 338 

Wildwood Ward 8 42 35 326 192 

 
   

  
Saskatoon Stake 26 181 251 2010 1213 

      
Men    707  

Women    901  
Young Men    92  

Young Women    71  
Children (3-11)    198  

Infants    45  
 



Saskatoon Saskatchewan Stake History 2017 Page 27 

 

Ward Sustaining Lists 
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