
 

� Procedures in a Disciplinary Council (from Book 1) 

� Purpose of Church Discipline 

� Save their souls 

� protect the innocent 

� protect the good name of the Church 

� Results 

� disfellowshipment, excommunication, etc. 

� Responsibility 

� Bishop can handle most Councils except where a ruling will result in a MP member being 

disfellowshipped or excommunicated. 

� Bishop should confer with the Stake President before convening 

 

� Invitation 

• person is formally invited to attend 

• delivered by 2 MP holders 

• documented 

� Confession 

• speaks, can ask for witnesses to be brought forward 

� Accusation 

• 2 or more witnesses are required 

• individual then has chance to speak – can bring in witnesses 

� Ecliastical Council  

• obligated to confidentiality – have to report rapes, child abuse, murder 

• in Saskatchewan there is no confidentiality (Norm Bergen reported) 

♦ Part of the Council process is to report the crime 

• It is best to give them the opportunity to voluntarily confess to the Bishop and the authorities.  Help 

to put them in charge of their repentance. 

� Stake Disciplinary Council 

� High Council attends    - they are not a jury 

� draw lots – half speak for the accused, half speak for the Church 

� Stake President explains the events involved 

• The person is let into the room and witnesses are brought forward also 

• As the council proceeds any HC can ask questions 

� if straightforward case 

• have 1 HC speak for each side 

• if it is harder there could be 2 or 3 HC’s speaking for each side 

� Then the Stake Presidency will leave and deliberate 

• they will pray and come back with a decision 

• get approval of the HC (will they sustain the decision?) 

• once the Stake President makes the decision it stands 

� The decision can be appealed to the First Presidency. 
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Melchizedek Priesthood Ordinations 

This document is to help stake high councilors fulfil two purposes: 
1.  Assist the stake president in overseeing Melchizedek Priesthood ordinations. 
2.  Ensure that ordinations are well planned, performed with dignity and correctly recorded. 

Concerning the first purpose (to assist the stake president), the Church Handbook of 
Instructions states that, “The stake president oversees the conferral of the Melchizedek 
Priesthood and ordination to the offices of elder and high priest” (p. 31). “The stake president (or 
someone under his direction) may ordain or authorize a worthy Melchizedek Priesthood holder 
to ordain the person…”  (p. 171). As such, members of the high council are authorized and 
requested to assist and followup on the ordinations and record keeping. 

Concerning the second purpose (to plan, perform with dignity and record the ordination), we 
need only to realize that Melchizedek Priesthood ordination is a saving ordinance for men. As 
such, we should ensure that ordinations are sacred and edifying events. They deserve the same 
preparation and dignity that we would give a baptismal service or temple sealing. This sheet 1 
outlines a process to plan for an ordination, complete it with dignity, and properly record it. 

Preparation and Sustaining 

Home teachers and priesthood leaders can invite prospective elders to prepare for ordination. 
We can invite them to study Duties and Blessings of the Priesthood: A Basic Manual for 
Priesthood Holders (Parts A & B), attend priesthood meetings, and prepare for an interview with 
the bishop. When a bishop feels the member is prepared, he asks the stake presidency for 
permission to interview the member with a view to recommending him for ordination. 

“With the approval of the stake presidency, the bishop interviews the member as instructed on 
the Melchizedek Priesthood Record and Certificate form” (Church Handbook of Instructions, p. 
31). A member of the stake presidency then interviews the brother, and “…asks the high council 
to sustain the decision to ordain the person. The stake presidency then presents the person for 
a sustaining vote in a general session of stake conference or in a stake general priesthood 
meeting” (p. 31). It is from this point on that the high councilor oversees the ordination. 

The Ordination and Followup 

The high councilor sees that the ordination is done correctly and reverently. He should: 
q  Get to know the recommended brother and build that relationship at monthly visits. 
q  Ask the sustained member whom he wants to participate in the ordination, whom he wants 

to attend, and where and when he would like to be ordained. 
q  Ask the person performing the ordination to bring his priesthood line of authority. 
q  Ensure that participants are worthy and hold the appropriate priesthood office. Participants 

unknown to the high councilor or bishop should show a current temple recommend or a 
Recommend to Perform an Ordinance (see Church Handbook of Instructions, p. 171). 

q  After the ordination, ensure that the unit clerk enters the data into the computer. At that 
point, a certificate will be printed (or the stake clerk can print one). 

q  Have the stake president sign the certificate, and present it to the ordained brother. This 
completes the process. 

1 The Handbook states that, “Priesthood leaders should not produce or use publications that give 
instructions for ordinances, blessings, or prayers unless the First Presidency has authorized such 
publications” (p. 171). Therefore, for those instructions, refer to the authorized publications.














